Practical Checklist for Achieving
the Signature Leica Look <X

ifolor.

The legendary Leica look is, for many, the epitome of elegance and precision. However, you don‘t necessarily need a
Leica camera to achieve this iconic style. With the right settings, techniques, and a few clever tools, you can create
impressive results with your own equipment. Here's a practical checklist that will guide you step by step on how to
master the Leica look!

Bokeh and Depth of Field

Camera Settings

[] Aperture Priority Mode:
Select an aperture between /14 and
f/2.8 to create the typical bokeh effect
— a blurred background while your
subject remains sharply focused.

ISO:

Keep the ISO as low as possible, ideally
between ISO 100 and 400, to minimize
noise and achieve high image quality.
In low-light conditions, you can
increase it up to ISO 1600, but avoid
higher values to prevent noise.

Manual focus:

Focus manually to ensure sharpness
on your main subject — a technique
essential for achieving the classic
Leica look.

Lenses

[] Use prime lenses such as 35 mm
or 50 mm. These focal lengths offer
a natural perspective and provide
the sharp details and soft bokeh that
define the Leica style.

Avoid zoom lenses, as they do not
offer the same optical precision and
image quality as prime lenses.

An aperture between f/14 and /2.8 creates
a soft, blurred background (bokeh), while
keeping the main subject in the foreground
sharp. Experiment with the distance
between the subject and the background
to enhance the effect.

Image Composition

Minimalism:

Keep the composition simple by removing
unnecessary elements and focusing on
clean lines. This directs attention to the
main subject.

Golden Ratio and Rule of Thirds:
Use these classic rules to create a balanced
and harmonious image composition.

Fill the Frame:

Boldly bring your subject to the forefront
and fill the frame to emphasize the Leica
style.

Light and Shadow

Use natural light:

Especially during the Golden Hour (shortly
after sunrise or before sunset), you'll get
warm, soft light, perfect for achieving the
Leica look.

Short shutter speeds:

Use shutter speeds between 1/600 and
1/1000 seconds to freeze motion and
capture fleeting moments with sharp
clarity—ideal for street photography.



Filter & Post-Processing

[ ] Polarizing filter:
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Enhances colors and reduces reflections, perfect for landscape

and street photography.
[ | ND filter (neutral density filter):

Allows longer exposure times in bright light to achieve smooth

and harmonious images.

Color filters:

Adjust contrast and color effects to give your photos a special

touch.

Post-Processing

With the right apps and tools, you can perfect the
Leica look in post-processing. Here's a step-by-step
guide:

Import Image:
Upload your photo to the editing app of your choice
(e.g., VSCO, Lightroom Mobile, or Snapseed).

Make Basic Adjustments:

1. Exposure:
Ensure the image is well-exposed. Adjust the
exposure slightly if there are areas that are too
dark or too bright.

2. Increase Contrast:
Leica images are characterized by strong
contrasts. Increase the contrast to add depth to
your image.

3. Adjust Colors:
The colors should appear natural and vibrant.
Subtly adjust the saturation to make skin tones
and landscapes lively but not oversaturated.

Sharpen and Clarity Adjustments:

1. Sharpening:
Enhance the sharpness of your main subject to
achieve the characteristic precision of the Leica
style.

2. Clarity:
Increase clarity to highlight fine details
without making the image appear overly sharp.

Optimize Bokeh and Depth of Field:

Use tools like selective adjustment in Snapseed or
radial filters in Lightroom to blur the background and
emphasize the subject.

Apply Leica-Inspired Presets:

Utilize Leica-inspired presets (e.g., for Adobe Light-
room) to quickly give your image the characteristic look.
These presets are specifically tailored to the Leica style
and help optimize colors, contrast, and bokeh.

Fine-Tuning in Advanced Tools:

For detailed editing, import your image into Adobe
Lightroom or Capture One. Here, you can make finer
adjustments, such as:

1. Refine Color Adjustments:
Tailor the color tones of your image to achieve a
cohesive and harmonious overall appearance.

2. Optimize Dynamic Range:
Leica images often have a high dynamic range. Use
RAW editing to extract maximum detail from both
light and dark areas.

Export Image:

Export your finished image in the best possible quality
to maintain the Leica look. Make sure to save the image
in a high-quality format like JPEG or TIFF.

Creative Techniques:

[] Manual Focusing:
Perfect your images by precisely
manually focusing to highlight the
main subject.

Shutter Speeds:

Use short shutter speeds of 1/500
t0 1/1000 seconds for sharp street
photography.



	Kontrollkästchen 26: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 27: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 28: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 29: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 30: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 31: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 32: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 33: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 34: Off
	Kontrollkästchen 35: Off


