
Shooting
Using a tripod: Use a stable tripod to avoid  
camera shake.
Using a self-timer: Reduce camera movements by 
using the self-timer or a remote shutter release.
Consider composition: Pay attention to composi-
tion techniques such as the rule of thirds, symmetry, 
and diagonals.
Test Shots: Take test shots to find the best settings.
Moving Objects: Plan for light trails or moving 
elements such as cars or people.
Reflections: Use water surfaces or smooth surfaces 
for interesting reflections.

Practical Checklist for Perfect 
Night Photography
Night photography opens up a fascinating world full of creative possibilities. To ensure your night shots 
are successful, careful preparation and the right equipment are crucial. This checklist will help you 
remember everything and get the best out of your night photos.

Preparation
Location Selection: Scout for interesting places in 
advance with minimal light pollution.
Equipment: Pack your camera, tripod, remote shutter 
release, flashlight, and extra batteries.
Weather Conditions: Check the weather forecast and 
plan accordingly. Consider wind and potential  
precipitation.
Research: Learn about local light pollution and  
interesting astronomical events (e.g., full moon,  
meteor showers).
Backup Equipment: Bring spare memory cards and 
batteries to avoid unexpected failures.
Clothing: Dress up warm and bring appropriate attire 
for nighttime and potentially cold conditions.

Equipment
Camera:
Mobile Phone: Apps (NightCap Camera, Moment 	
	 Pro Camera), external lenses, tripods
Digital Camera: Fast lenses  
	 (e.g., 50mm f/1.8, 24mm f/1.4), tripods, flashes
Analog Camera: ISO 800+ films,  
	 external/built-in light meter
Tripod: Stable and secure
Remote Shutter Release: For long exposures
Spare Batteries: Always carry them with you
Waterproof Cover/Cloths: Protection  
against moisture

Settings
File Format: RAW for better image quality and 
post-processing
ISO Setting: 100 to 400  
(low for less image noise)
Aperture: f/1.8 to f/2.8  
(wide open for more light intake)
Exposure Time: 10 to 30 seconds 
(long for clear images)
White Balance: 3000 to 4000 Kelvin  
(cool colors)
Focus: Manual focus, focus  
peaking/magnification view
Exposure Compensation: Adjusting for  
over- or underexposure
Histogram: To check exposure



Adjusting exposure:
Tool: Exposure slider
1.	 Open your image in Lightroom or Photoshop.
2.	 Drag the exposure slider to the right to brighten the 

image, or to the left to darken it.
3.	 Check the histogram to ensure highlights and  

shadows are not clipped.

Increase contrast:
Tool: Contrast slider
1.	 Drag the contrast slider to the right to enhance the 

differences between light and dark areas.
2.	 Be careful not to over-edit the image so it  

still looks natural.

Enhance colors:
Tool: White Balance slider and HSL Panel
1.	 Adjust the white balance slider to the right (warmer) 

or to the left (cooler) until the colors look realistic.
2.	 Use targeted color corrections in the HSL (Hue, 

Saturation, Luminance) panel to enhance or reduce 
specific colors.

Increase sharpness:
Tool: Sharpness slider
1.	 On Lightroom, you‘ll find the sharpness slider in the 

Detail panel.
2.	 Drag the sharpness slider to the right to  

enhance details.
3.	 Use the masking slider to sharpen only the edges and 

leave smooth areas unsharpened. Hold down the  
Alt key while moving the slider to preview the mask.

Using vignettes:
Tool: Vignette slider in the Effects panel
1.	 Drag the slider to the left to add a dark vignette.
2.	 Adjust the roundness and feathering of the vignette 

to achieve a natural effect.

Noise reduction:
Tool: Noise reduction slider
1.	 Reduce luminance noise:
2.	 Open your image in the Detail panel.
3.	 Drag the luminance noise reduction slider to the right to 

reduce noise. Start with a setting around 20 to 40 and 
increase as needed.

4.	 Be careful not to edit the image too soft, as this can 
cause loss of detail.

Reduce color noise:
1.	 Drag the slider to the right to minimize color noise. A 

setting around 25 to 50 is often sufficient.
2.	 Check the image at 100% view to ensure you have  

effectively reduced color noise without distorting colors.

Fine-tuning:
1.	 Use the detail and contrast sliders in the noise reduction 

window to make fine adjustments.

Optimize cropping:
Tool: Crop Tool
1.	 Crop your image to focus on the main subject and 

achieve a balanced composition.

Correction of lens flares:
Tools: Repair and cloning tools
1.	 Remove unwanted lens flares in image processing with 

the repair or clone tool.

Detailing:
Tool: Sharpness and clarity control
1.	 Enhance details, especially in astrophotography, to  

emphasize stars and celestial bodies.

Creative effects:
Tool: Filters and effects
1.	 Experiment with filters and effects to enhance the mood 

of your night shots.

Post-processing

Additional Tips
Safety: Pay attention to your safety, especially if you are photographing alone in remote locations.
Planning tools: Use apps like PhotoPills or TPE (The Photographer‘s Ephemeris) to plan sunrises,  
moonrises and Milky Way positions.
Notebook: Have a notebook ready to record settings and experiences for future shoots.
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